Academic groups defend Brock
prof, accused of ‘hurtful’
comments
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Brock University chemistry professor Tomas Hudlicky. - Brock University
Two academic organizations are defending a Brock University
chemistry professor accused of recently publishing "hurtful and
alienating" comments in a German scientific journal.

In addition to being criticized on social media, professor Tomas
Hudlicky was slammed by his own institution in statements the
university published online on June 5 and 7, which described
Hudlicky's comments — published last week in "Angewandte Chemie"
— as "objectionable" and "utterly at odds with the values of Brock's
deeply committed research mentors."
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In the article, which has since been removed from the academic
journal's website, Hudlicky argues that hiring practices that give
preferential treatment to women and minorities is counter-productive if
it results in discrimination against the most meritorious candidates.

But following the backlash Hudlicky received for his statement, both
the Society for Academic Freedom and Scholarship (SAFS) and the
Canadian Association of University Teachers (CAUT) sent letters to
the university defending the professor.

In a letter sent late Tuesday, SAFS president Mark Mercer wrote to
Brock provost and vice-president academic Greg Finn, saying
Hudlicky's opinion "might well be wrong," but regardless it should be
matter of "open, candid discussion."

"Your letter, though, would tend to weaken the possibility of such
discussion occurring, for it implies that raising Dr. Hudlicky's views for
consideration will hurt and alienate some students, and thereby draw
the attention of the university's provost," Mercer wrote.

"Universities function best as places of both research and teaching
when the university itself has no official view on contentious matters
so that members of the university community might themselves
investigate matters and come to their own conclusions. Further,
society beyond the university benefits when universities themselves
are neutral on contentious issues, for people are then able to trust that
the ideas professors speak are their own and not ones that their
university requires them to speak."

CAUT executive director David Robinson wrote to Brock president
Gervan Fearon on Wednesday, saying universities have an obligation
to respect and protect the academic freedom of their academic staff.

That, he added, includes their right to "discuss and criticize the
institution and the system in which one works."

"| fully appreciate that many find some of the opinions expressed by
Professor Hudlicky in his article to be provocative," he said. "However,
an institution of higher learning fails to fulfil its mission if it asserts the



power to proscribe ideas, no matter how controversial. This would
create an environment inimical to the free and vigorous exchange of
ideas necessary for research, teaching, and learning."

Robinson said Brock's statements regarding the issue are a clear
violation of the university's obligation to uphold academic freedom.

"By publicly attacking Professor Hudlicky, without even the courtesy of
consulting with him beforehand, the university administration has
failed to respect and defend his academic freedom," he wrote. "This
threatens to have a chilling effect across the institution."

He asked the university to withdraw its statements regarding
Hudlicky's article, and to "respect and uphold the academic freedom of
Professor Hudlicky and all academic staff at Brock."

Hudlicky said he, too, is preparing a statement regarding the
university's criticism of his opinions, and would make it publicly
available in a few days.
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