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Dear Professor Holdcroft  
  
I have recently read your email to Professor Tomas Hudlicky regarding his recent publication in 
Angewandte Chemie. I am greatly troubled by all the unfortunate events surrounding this matter. 
  
On June 13, 2020, the writer Rod Liddle wrote an excellent article in The Spectator which is the oldest 
continuously published political magazine in the English language. I strongly suggest that you and your 
colleagues in the Canadian Society for Chemistry read Liddle's 
article: https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/the-closing-down-of-debate-worries-me-most 
  
Here is my summary and analysis of the matter. 
Rod Liddle is correct to counsel against closing down debate and our freedom of speech. It is troubling 
to see that this is now happening in the chemical sciences. An article by Professor Tomáš Hudlický, 
which was peer reviewed and published in the internationally-renowned journal Angewandte 
Chemie, criticised, among other things, the appointment procedures for university faculty. This article, 
following a storm of criticisms, was taken down on 5th June, without any option for appeal or 
discussion. Two long-serving Editorial personnel were also suspended. 
Hudlický’s observations provoked an uproar from parts of the academic community, who cited them as 
sexist, racist and discriminatory 
While neither endorsing nor countering the opinions offered by Professor Hudlický, I believe that this 
action to close down freedom of speech is truly appalling. Those who disagree with Professor Hudlický’s 
observations should publish rational arguments to support opposing views rather than depending 
upon dictatorial censorship to deny his right to freedom of speech. 
At this stage, would you be so kind, as President of the Canadian Society for Chemistry,  to give me your 
specific analysis of exactly what Professor Hudlicky wrote and why you believe that his words 
are "diametrically opposed to some of the views” of the Canadian Society for Chemistry. 
At this stage, I am mindful of parallels with the unfortunate events of the Dreyfus Affair from 1894-1906. 
  
Best wishes 
  
Anthony G.M. Barrett FRS FMedSci 
Glaxo Professor of Organic Chemistry, Sir Derek Barton Professor of Synthesis 
Department of Chemistry 
Imperial College 
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