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Brock University is reviewing its response to a controversial article
written by one of its chemistry professors, after being accused of
breaching its own policy.

Ron Thomson, a Brock professor and graduate program director for
the university's applied linguistics program, submitted a formal
complaint alleging that Provost Greg Finn violated the university's
freedom of expression policy in his public response to an article by
professor Tomas Hudlicky that was briefly published earlier this
month in Germany-based academic and pharmaceutical magazine,
Angewandte Chemie International.

In the article, Hudlicky argues that hiring practices that give
preferential treatment to women and minorities is counter-productive
if it results in discrimination against the most meritorious candidates.

Finn responded in an open letter, published on the university's
website on June 7, describing Hudlicky’s opinions as "highly
objectionable statements," that are "hurtful and alienating to members
of diverse communities and historically marginalized groups who
have, too often, seen their qualifications and abilities called into
question.”

Thomson said the university's freedom of expression policy states: "No
activity or event shall be disallowed by the University solely on the
basis that it expresses an objectionable or offensive thought, idea,
opinion, or belief."
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He added Finn's response to Hudlicky’s article is specifically contrary
to that part of the university's policy.

"By disavowing professor Hudlicky's right under Brock's freedom of
expression policy and threatening ominous 'further steps . being
considered,' Greg Finn has unequivocally signalled that he will
discipline anyone who produces an opinion at odds with his own,"
Thomson wrote.

He called it an abuse of the provost's power that "sends a chilling
signal to the Brock community that senior administration has no
intention of protecting academic freedom and freedom of speech on its
campus."

"Worse, they will readily, publicly, and viciously attack anyone who
dissents, with no regard for the irreparable harm this can do to such
an individual's reputation and career," Thomson added.

In a statement, the university confirmed that it had received the
internal complaint, and "will follow the process established under the
policy to conduct a review."

"Freedom of thought, expression and association are embedded in
Brock's core mission to promote and disseminate knowledge through
teaching and research," the statement says. "The university has long
encouraged and supported an environment open to many voices in
support of the discovery, creation and sharing of knowledge and ideas.
Brock's freedom of expression policy formalizes and reaffirms the
university's commitment to the free and open exchange of ideas, civil
debate, and diverse points of view on its campus."
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