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Society for Academic “Freedom and Scholarship

22 February 2022

Yusuf Varachia

Acting President and CEO
Langara College

100 West 49th Avenue
Vancouver, BC V5Y 276

Dear President Varachia,

| am writing as president of the Society for Academic Freedom and
Scholarship (SAFS), an organization of university faculty members and
others dedicated to the defense of academic freedom and the merit principle
in higher education. (For further information, see our website at
www.safs.ca.)

The board of directors of SAFS has read with great interest the Statement of
Principles on Academic Freedom and Freedom of Expression that has been
circulated by your office to the Langara College community
(https://langara.ca/about-langara/office-of-the-president/academic-
freedom/index.html). We are writing to congratulate you on producing such
a helpful document, especially since Langara has been careful to emphasize
the importance of not prohibiting the mentioning of language that may turn
out to be central to academic discussion.

We are certain that you and your colleagues are aware that faculty members at several
institutions have been criticized, persecuted, and even penalized for mentioning words that are
proscribed in today’s society. In the instances to which we refer, the individual who was
targeted did not choose the word or words with intent to upset or insult, but was merely
quoting them to illustrate a linguistic, literary or historical point; or, in fact, because it appeared
in a book or article, or merely the title of one.

Clearly, it is inappropriate to infer ill intentions, insults or a desire to hurt when someone
quotes a relevant work of fiction or reporting. The person quoting it in an academic context
does not have the liberty of changing the language of the original author, or to bowdlerize the
material. It would surely be damaging to the academic process for teachers to feel afraid to
quote, e.g., Mark Twain, Dick Gregory or Joseph Conrad.
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SAFS commends you, your administrative colleagues and Langara College for explicitly
recognizing and defending this crucial distinction. We will post our letter on our website.
With your permission, we will post your response along with it.

Sincerely,
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Mark Mercer, PhD

President, Society for Academic Freedom and Scholarship (SAFS)
1801 Chestnut Street

Halifax, NS B3H 3T7

president@safs.ca

http://www.safs.ca/

Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/safs.ca/

Professor of Philosophy
Halifax, Nova Scotia
sergechestnut@gmail.com
http://professormarkmercer.ca/
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John Russell, President’s Committee on Academic Freedom and Freedom of Expression
Joyce Wong, President’s Committee on Academic Freedom and Freedom of Expression
Darrell Kean, President’s Committee on Academic Freedom and Freedom of Expression
Gerda Krause, President’s Committee on Academic Freedom and Freedom of Expression
Rose Palozzi, President’s Committee on Academic Freedom and Freedom of Expression



