
 
 
 
 

5 April 2021 
 
Adam Dodek, Dean 
Faculty of Law, Common Law Section 
Fauteux Hall 
University of Ottawa  
Ottawa, ON  K1N 6N5 
 
Dear Dean Dodek, 
 
I am writing as president of the Society for Academic Freedom and 
Scholarship (SAFS), an organization of university faculty members and 
others dedicated to the defense of academic freedom and the merit principle 
in higher education. (For further information, see our website at 
www.safs.ca.) 
 
SAFS is deeply concerned about the manner in which you received the 
demand some students have made that you “ensure that immediate and 
appropriate disciplinary action is taken” against Nikolay Stanchulov, a 
University of Ottawa student, who had posted on Facebook a satirical 
criticism of the diversity, inclusion and equity practice of affirmative action. 
 
You wrote that you have “referred the matter to the [Ottawa U’s] Human 
Rights Office, which has acknowledged receipt and will investigate in 
accordance with Policy 67a and Procedure 36-1.”  According to a report in 
Quillette, you also suggested that students might file individual complaints.  

You added that the Common Law Section would “cooperate fully with” investigators. 
 
It is impossible to construe anything in Mr Stanchulov’s post as harassing or discriminatory.  
Mr Stanchulov is commenting on an important matter of the day.  (Indeed, the point he made, 
that some people, by virtue of their group membership, have an advantage in job competitions, 
is true.)  His posting is entirely within the range of fair comment, and obviously so. 
 
As an officer at the University of Ottawa, you have a responsibility to maintain a climate of 
free expression and critical comment on campus.  Responding to the demand of the petitioners 
in the way you have done is inconsistent with that responsibility.  The students who signed the 
petition need to hear from you and other university officials that members of the university 
community are free, and welcome, to make their views known. 
 
Only a couple of weeks ago, SAFS commended University of Ottawa president Jacques 
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Frémont for stating publicly that “freedom of expression … is not a buffet where one can pick 
and choose what kind of speech is deemed acceptable or not.”  President Frémont recognized 
that it is important that professors and students be able to say what they wish, no matter how 
distasteful some find their views, if the university is to be a place of open and candid 
discussion and criticism. 
 
Viewpoint diversity is essential to the functioning of a university.  Unless those who disagree 
with current orthodoxies are free to criticize without risking being referred to human rights 
offices, orthodoxies will harden into dogmas and the university will have lost its mission. 
 
Passing the complaint to the Human Rights Office rather than instructing the petitioners on the 
importance of freedom of expression cannot but harm the university.  It must also be causing 
Mr Stanchulov a great deal of worry and hardship.  It is not too late to state publicly that the 
students’ petition is without merit and that freedom of expression is a value honoured by the 
University of Ottawa. 
 
We respectfully request that you respond to our letter. With your permission, we will post your 
response along with this letter on our website. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Mark Mercer, PhD 
President, Society for Academic Freedom and Scholarship (SAFS) 
6593, rue Jeanne-Mance 
Montréal (Qc)  H2V 4L1 
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http://www.safs.ca/ 
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Cc: Jacques Frémont, President and Vice-Chancellor 
Stéphane Brutus, Dean, Telfer School of Management 
Victoria Barham, Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences 
Louis Barriault, Dean, Faculty of Science 
Richard Barwell, Dean, Faculty of Education 
Jacques Beauvais, Dean, Faculty of Engineering 
Jill Scott, Provost and Vice-President Academic Affairs 



Bernard Jasmin, Dean, Faculty of Medicine 
Kevin Kee, Dean, Faculty of Arts 
Marie-Eve Sylvestre, Dean, Faculty of Law, Civil Law Section 
Lucie Thibault, Dean, Faculty of Health Sciences 
 


