Banning UBC from Pride
Parade is a welcomed
‘kick in the pants,’ says
transgender professor
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https://www.thestar.com/vancouver/2019/07/09/banning-ubc-from-pride-parade-is-a-welcomed-kick-
in-the-pants-says-transgender-professor.html

VANCOUVER—The Vancouver Pride Society’s decision to bar the
University of British Columbia from participating in this year’s Pride
parade is the “kick in the pants” that the institution needs, says
transgender UBC professor Mary Ann Saunders.
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The decision comes after the university hosted anti-Sexual Orientation
and Gender Identity speaker Jenn Smith last month. Smith disparaged
trans people during his presentation, showing photos and names of
trans women on the overhead projector and referring to them as
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men.

Saunders, who is a trans woman and a research instructor at UBC,
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said she’s “pleased” that UBC won’t be allowed to march with its
banner.

“It seems like that kick in the pants that the administration needs,”
she said, explaining that she hopes criticism from outside the
university spurs UBC to reconsider hosting controversial extreme right
speakers.

In a statement, Pride said its decision was made in an effort to “hold
UBC accountable.”

Smith is opposed to teaching kids about sexual orientation and gender
identity (SOGI), even though research shows talking about these
subjects at schools is associated with reduced odds of bullying and
suicidal thoughts among LGBTQ and straight kids. Smith’s
presentation at UBC was co-presented by the Canadian Christian
Lobby.

Read more:

UBC staff and students want presentation cancelled over concerns of
hatred toward trans people

Protesters detained at controversial UBC talk about sexual orientation,
gender identity lessons in schools
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‘Transformative’ LGBTQ film program looks beyond B.C. to help more
students
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