
10 January 2020 
 
Dear Mark, 
  
I am responding to your email dated January 9th, below. 
  
The safety and security of our campus community is our primary concern. As a matter of policy, for all 
event bookings, the university undertakes a risk assessment to evaluate an event’s potential impact on 
the campus community. 
  
The assessment in this case determined the safety and security of UBC students, faculty, staff and 
infrastructure was at risk if the event was allowed to proceed. Based on this assessment of increased 
risk we have cancelled the Jan. 29th  event booked by the UBC Free Speech Club, a group independent of 
the university, in order to safeguard the safety and security of our community. 
  
The university will continue to evaluate any future event bookings utilizing our risk assessment approach 
in order to ensure the safety and security of our campus community. 
  
Regards, 
Ron 
  
Ron Holton   BA Hons, MBA 
Chief Risk Officer, Safety & Risk Services 
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